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The  impelling  motive  of  genealogical  research  in  the  days  with 
which  this  document  deals  appears  to  have  been  patriotism  and 
the  development  of  a  fuller  appreciation  of  the  forefathers.  While 
this  was  contaminated  in  a  measure  by  the  rainbow  chasing 
element  of  humanity,  whose  quest  in  some  instances  may  have 
been  royal  titles  and  in  others  unclaimed  fortunes,  yet  it  is  but 
natural  that  these  elements  of  human  nature  should  manifest  them- 
selves in  this  line  of  research  as  in  other  fields  of  individual 
effort. 

The  instance  of  the  Townley  fortune  in  England,  wliich  was 
alleged  to  fall  to  the  heirs  of  William,  Thomas  and  Aquilla  Chase, 
w^as  an  interesting  case.  It  occupied  the  attention  of  investigators 
for  -sometime.  The  difficulty  in  establishing  the  Chase  line  clearly 
added  zest  to  the  effort.  This  is  hit  upon  at  some  length  by 
Joshua  Coffin,  who  appears  to  have  removed  the  doubt  as  to  the 
Identity  of  these  early  Chases.  There  was  a  rousing  public  meeting 
here  in  Yarmouth  in  which  Mr,  Otis,  Dr.  Shove  and  others  took 
part,  and  a  permanent  organization  was  effected. 

This  bugaboo  of  unclaimed  estates  in  the  old  country  is  a  bunco 
game  that  has  thrived  ever  since  the  imaginary  Chase  inheritance 
bubble  burst. 

The  Newbury  historian  of  fifty  years  -ago  appears  to  have  beea 


somewhat,  of  an  optimist.  He  was  most  sanguine  in  the  matter 
of  the  Chase  inheritance. 

He  touches  up  the  link  that  was  supposed  to  hind  the  Crosvells 
with  Oliver  Cromwell,  and  intimates  his  belief  in  the  fact  (hat 
they  were  originally  Gromwells,  but  that  to  hide  their  identity 
they  had  dropped  the  "ra"  in  the  sea  on  the  voyage  across. 

James  Savage  and  Amos  Otis  carried  on  a  lively  and  interest- 
ing genealogical  correspondence.  Unfortunately  we  have  only  the 
letters  of  the  former  to  the  latter  to  present  here.  Mr.  Otis  was  a 
most  interesting  letter  writer  and  on  his  favorite  topic  of  genealogy 
he  vvas  most  brilliant.  The  contribution  of  his  fund  of  informa- 
tion to  the  invaluable  and  tireless  task  which  Mr.  Savage  at  the 
time  had  in  hand,  was  extensive  and  elaborate  and  enabled  Mr. 
Savage  to  establish  many  lines  that  otherwise  would  ha\e  be^n 
impossible.  "  • 

The  letters,  in  addition  to  the  first-hand  information  which  they 
convey,  impart  the  strong  personalities  of  the  writers.  Indei-d,  so 
earnest  were  these  early  investigators  in  their  work  that  it  carries 
with  it  an  inspiration  that  cannot  fail  to  impress  the  reader. 

Despite  the  fact  that  these  letters  were  penned  over  fifty  years 
ago,  they  come  to  us  now  with  an  atmosphere  of  prophecy  and 
introspection  that  is  amazing.  The  subtle  charm  of  these  worthies 
as  they  unburden  themselves  reveals  the  simple  hearted,  yet  pro- 
found seriousness  of  the  work  which  they  pursued  without  thou^iit 
of  reward,  but  the  attempt  to  achieve  a  task,  which  even  at  its 
best  must  be  laid  down  before  its  completion  had  been  ac- 
complished. 


While  they  were  handicapped  by  the  incomploteiie^ss  of  tov.-ii 
and  church  records,  they  were  in  closer  touch  with  early  ticM-s 
hy  sixty  years  than  is  the  investigator  of  today,  and  first-hand  in- 
formation and  tradition  contributed  to  their  tasks.  While  in 
many  instances  these  were  misleading  and  unfounded,  as  is  proved 
by  later  developments,  yet  they  contributed  quite  materially  to  the 
encouragement  of  the  compiler  of  family  records. 

While  some  interesting  finds  have  been  made  since  the  work 
of  Otis  and  Savage,  they  are  comparatively  few. 

In  justice  to  the  present-day  genealogist,  however,  it  must  be 
admitted  that  a  fund  of  information  available  then  has  been 
utilized  which  up  to  quite  recent  times  has  been  passed  over  un- 
observed. 

The  early  lines  have  most  of  them  been  carefully  canvassed, 
and  new  fields  are  being  sought.  Quaker  and  Baptist  records  are 
supplying  much  valuable  additional  data. 

A  field  that  was  thought  to  have  been  so  carefully  worked  that 
its  possibilities  in  the  line  of  genealogical  revelation  were  thought 
to  be  well  nigh  exhausted,  has  proven  itself  to  be  workable  fields 
to  the  indefatigable  present-day  worker. 

The  co-operation  of  the  printing  press  and  the  unearthing  of 
documents  that  have  been  almost  completely  ignored,  contribute  not 
a  little  to  the  task  of  bringing  to  light  facts  hidden  in  the  archives 
of  uncertainty  and  inavailability.  Armed  with  these  the  twentieth 
century  expert  takes  heart  and  plies  his  task  with  an  enthusiasm 
that  commands  admiration.  C.  W.  S. 
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JAMES  SAVAGE. 


Acknowledgment  of  the  Receipt  ol 
the  Gift  of  a    Walking  Stick, 
•  sent  by  Mr.  Otis. 


Lunenburg,  23  July  1851. 
Amos  Otis,  Esquire 

Dear  Sir, 

of  receipt  of  your  favor 
of  7  inst.  I  postponed  acknowledg- 
ment until  I  might  visit  Boston  to 
see  the  pieces  of  the  fine  present 
you  designed  for  me,  which  carne, 
from  ill  luck  of  the  anniversary 
of  Independence,  to  untimely  end. 

Can  you  be  more  certain  of  suc- 
cess in  the  next  trial  by  having  the 
stick  some  little  stouter?  That  at 
my  house  would  have  answered 
charmingly  for  an  ornamental  ac- 
companiment of  my  walks  twenty 
years  ago;  and  its  fine  head  and 
ferule  may  well  be  agreeable  to 
some  Old  Colony  friend,  of  whom 
more  than  one  is  in  my  eye,  to 
receive  offer  of  it.  The  length 
which  you  desire  me  to  mention 
as  fittest  for  me  is  twenty-nine 
and  a  half  inches;  and  the  staff 
of  my  declining  years,  which  in- 
deed are  very  nearly  numbered  to 
their  close,  ought  to  be  the  same 
wood  as  Govr.  Prence  cultivated. 
With  Judge  David  in  his  last  visit 
to  Eastham,  1841,  I  stopped  under 
that  tree  to  have  a  chat  wih  the 
minister;  and  that  incident  unites 


with  many  higher  ones  to  render 
dear  the  memory  and  the  honor 
of  the  Pilgrims'  land  to  your 
much  obliged 

Jas.  Savage. 

"Stumped"  on  Jones.— Mr.  Savage 
looks  to  Mr.  Otis  to  fill  in  gap 
in  manuscript  for  "New  Eng- 
land Dictionary  of  Genealogy." 

Boston  13  Dec.  1859 
Amos  Otis,  Esquire 

Yarmouth  Port,  ' 
Dear  Sir, 

I  have  got 

along  on  my  weary  road  to  a 
stump  in  the  letter  J.  Und'?r  the 
great  name  of  Jones,  that  will  per- 
haps demand  six  or  seven  closely 
compact  pages  of  my  second  vol- 
ume, occurs  a  blank  after  Jere- 
miah, Yarmouth,  and  in  my  urgent 
poverty  I  Ioot)J>  to  you  to  fill  that 
gap  up.  So  far  as,  who  wa?  his 
father,  wife,  and  children  you 
may  perhaps  readily  tell;  but 
when  he  first  appears  in  your 
town,  when  disappears  by  death 
or  otherwise,  what  station  or  rank, 
if  any  he  occupied.  Now,  also,  it 
may  be,  that  he  was  a  first  comer 
to  our  New  England  shore;  if  so, 
each  of  his  children,  born  on  this 
side,  is  entitled  to  a  separate  stand, 
unless  he  were  a  nobody  in  civil 
or  married  life.  You  may  be  able, 
I  hope,  to  contribute  the  desired 
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information  in  three  weeks,  but  I 
pray  earnestly  to  have  it  within 
four  weeks.  If  you  can  give  me  a 
call  the  next  time  you  come  to 
Boston,  I  could  give  you  a  printed 
sheet  of  some  name  beginning 
with  A.  B.  C.  or  D.  E.  F.  G.  H. 
with  which  my  present  pages  end 
You  know  I  and  J  are  small  folks 
in  filling  space;  but  in  expressing 
gratitude  for  your  favours,  I 
should  need  large  room,  were  it 
meant  to  say  all  that  occurs  to 
Your  much  obliged 

Jas.  Savage. 


First-Hand  Information  of  the 
Gorhams  of  Bonefield.— Savage 
in  England—The  Hallets. 


Lunenburg  21  June  1858 
Amos  Otis,  Esquire 
Dear  Sir, 

for  delay  in  re- 
plying to -your  good  letter  of  20 
April  last  you  will  no  more  think 
of  blaming  me,  than  I  should  of 
charging  myself  with  negligence. 
Working  eight  to  ten  hours  a  day 
on  the  preparation  for  these  of 
my  four  volumes,  I  dare  not  break 
off  from  a  given  line  of  inquiry 
until  it  is  exhausted.  My  tran- 
script of  the  letter  A.  filling  more 
than  89  pages  was  finished  soon 
after  the  middle  of  May,  and  of 
course  the  revision  for  B.  (I  mean 
the  third,  final,  revision)  was 
forthwith  begun,  and  it  was  gotl 


through  with  on  Saturday  e^•ening 
last,  so  that  transcribing  will  be- 
gin today.  Your  letter  then  was 
not  read  until  Saturday  evening,  I 
mean  so  far  as  the  matter  beyond 
your  ten  or  a  dozen  lines  about 
Aliens  extends.  But  my  total  nine- 
ty pages  for  the  first  letter  of 
the  Alphabet  in  the  great  Diction- 
ary goes  not  to  the  printing  office 
for  four  months  yet,  though  I 
should  not  dare  to  tell -other  folks, 
less  accustomed  than  yourself  to 
punctuality,  so  that  my  deficiencies 
about  your  noble  family  of  Aliens 
may  be  supplied  by  you  season- 
ably. 

To  see  your-  illustrations  of  Gor- 
ham  will  bo  very  desirable.  By 
favor  of  Professor  Palfrey  I  had 
introduction  to  the  clergyman, 
whose  long  controversy  with  the 
Bp.  of  Exeter  was  terminated 
shortly  before  the  poor  man's 
death  by  decision  of  the  ultimate 
tribunal,  the  House  of  Peers,  in 
his  favor.  In  1842,  when  I  was 
in  Eng.  the  Rev  George  Cornelius 
Gorham  had  a  small  living  at 
Remenham  in  Burks,  about  33 
miles  from  London,  and  having 
some  years  after  a  promotion  to  a 
richer  place  down  in  Devonshire, 
he  was  refused  admission  by  the 
dioceson  through  deficiency  (as  by 
the  belligerant  Bishop  Philpotts 
averred)  in  the  veneration  for  cer- 
tain dogmas.  To  him  the  distant 
relative  gave  me  letters,  and  high- 
ly gratified  I  was  at  his  residence 
for  a  couple  of  days.  Whatever 
has  been  gained  about  the  Gor- 
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hams  of  Bonefield  came  from  him 
—However  I  sat  down  with  resolu- 
tion to  answer  your  request  as  to 
niy  information  about  Hal  let  fam- 
ily's first  comings  and  so  eithei 
you  or  I  must  change  our  present 
statements,  for  you  write,  that 
Andrew  returned  to  Eng.  1045.  and 
did  not  come  back.  Therefore  m\ 
statement  is  made  to  conform  by 
interjecting  young  Andrew  intc) 
his  father's  place.  Let  me  there- 
fore,, by  giving  you  exact  copy  ol 
what  my  Hallet  would  read,  i.i 
printed  tomorrow,  show  how  ex- 
tensive is  my  poverty. 

"Hallet,    sometimes  Hollet,  AN 
DREW,  Lynn,  rem.  to  Sandwich, 
1637,  soon  after  to  Yarmouth,  and 
a.  1645  went    home.  ANDREW, 
Yarmouth,  in  1643,  call.  junr.  s.  of 
the  preced.  b.  in  Eng.  had  Dorcas, 
bapt.  1  June  1646,  and  Jonathan,  b. 
20  Nov.  1647,  bapt.  23  Apr,  1648, 
both    by    Lathrop  at  Barnstable; 
John,  b.  11  Dec.  1650;  Mehitable 
Abigail,  wh.  m.  10  Dec.  1672,  Cap 
Jonathan  Alden;  and  Ruhamah,  wh 
m.  1664,  Job  Bourne;  all  nam.  with 
w.  Ann  in  his  will  of  4  June  1684 
Winsor  gives  the  amo.  of  his  est 
1180  pounds.    In  Lechford's  Plain 
Dealing,  p.  41,  he  is    call,  sch 
master.    GEORGE,    Boston,  free- 
man 1690,  then  call.  sen.  so  that 
there  was  a  junr.  at    the  same 
time    there.      JAMES,  Windsor, 
1643,  a  poor,  thievish  serv.  JOHN, 
Scituate,  br.  of  Andrew,  but  per- 
haps not  resid.  there  at  the  same 
time,  had  Ann,  wh.  m.  1649,  Rich- 
ard Curtis  of  S.  and  he  prob.  rem. 


to  Yarmouth  after  few  yr.  yet 
seems  to  have  come  back  to'  S. 
unless  Deane*s  relat.  be  confu^ 
RICHARD,  Boston,  had  Alice,  wli. 
m.  1652,  Mordecai  Nichols,  and 
next  Thomas  Clark  of  Plymuuth. 
A  wid.  Lydia  H.  m.  27  Nov.  1661, 
at  Boston,  John  Drummond. 
WILLIAM,  New  London,  1648,  rem. 
next  yr.  for  cause  stated  in  Trmn- 
bull,  Col.  Rec.  1,  186,  wonl  duwn 
the  Sound,  and  whitened  his  i-'put. 
on  both  sides,  so  as  in  few  yi-<. 
the  Col.  governm.  receiv.  hun 
from  Flushing,  deput.  by  liis 
neiglibours  with  others  from  other 
towjis  on  L.  I.  to  join  the  juris- 
dict.  of  Conn.  He  was  an  ori;-^ 
sett,  at  Greenwich  many  yrs.  ]•♦.•[. 
and,  in  1652,  had  Id.  at  Nowtown, 
L.  I.,  where  in  16S6  he  iiv.  with 
William  junr.  and  Samuel,  per- 
haps his  s.  One  Samuel,  perliaps 
s.  of  Andrew,  or  of  John,  was 
drown.  22  Apr.  1650,  with  Tlionias 
Blossom.  In  early  days  the  >i>eli. 
was  sometimes  Hollett,  as  tlien 
pronounc." 

Please  state  any  comi)iaint 
against    abbreviation,    as  if  lia!>le 

to    misconstruction.   Of  your 

wid.  Mary  H.  I  have  not  yet  d*"*- 
cided,  and  wait  further  adMce 
from  you.  I  presume  you  mean, 
widow  of  the  first  Andrew,  and  I 
would  ask,  when  she  died?  Was 
she  mother  of  Andrew,  or  a  second 
wife. 

Before  sending  me  the  Aliens, 
you  may  be  able  to  give  the  only 
B  that  you  name.  Blackwell.  in 
my  proofs  of    copying,    will  be 
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reached  in  four  weeks  from  today, 
With  high  regard,  dear  Sir, 
I  remain  your  obliged 

Jas.  Savage. 


Mr.  Savage  Receives  "Copious" 
Genealogies  from  Mr.  Otis.— Notes 
and  Queries.— Wm.  Chase,  Hall 
and  Lewis. 


Boston  17  Febr.  '57 
Amos  Otis,  Esquire, 

Dear  Sir, 

though  your  overflowing 
kindness  of  last  month  in  giving 
copious  genealogies  of  the  great 
families  of  Lewis  and  of  Hall 
might  seem  to  drown  all  former 
marks  of  benevolence  from  you, 
yet  the  acknowledgment  of  your 
favor  of  24  Sept.  last  received  by 
me  at  Lunenburg,  must  be  made, 
though  so  late,  because  it  was  de- 
layed in  hopes  of  seeing  you  at 
my  house  in  Boston,  and  then  mis- 
laid long  before  you  came  to  honor 
me  with  a  call. 

Now,  tlien,  trifling  as  my  anno- 
tations were  last  autumn  in  the 
counting,  here  they  follow:  Wm. 
Chase  was  made  freeman,  not  4 
May  (as  you  write)  which  was,  in 
that  year  1634,  on  Sunday,  but  on 
14th.  May  not  the  word  brother, 
applied  to  Robert  Linnell  by  Rev. 
John  Lathrop,  mean  associate  in 
that  church,  whereat  the  latter  of- 
ficiated in  London,  more  probably 
than  brother  in  law?  I  feel  sure 
there  was  no  affinity  but  of  re- 
ligion, because  the  use  of  the  term 
is  before  the  marriage  of  Lathrop's 
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son  to  Linneli's  daughter,  as  you 
call  her.  But  is  not  this  wrong? 
How  can  Lathrop  in  liis  record 
call  her  widow  Ewer,  brother 
Larnett's  (Larned's)  daughter,  not 
Lirmell's.  Again  you  say  the 
bridegroom  was  only  19  years  of 
age,  and  I  wish  you  to  put  me  in 
a  way  of  proving  it,  for  it  may  be 
a  traditional  error,*  like  what  you 
next  add,  that  it  was  the  first 
marriage  in  Barnstable,  whereas  I 
judge,  from  the  record's  saying 
that  it  was  "in  the  Bay,"  it  must 
have  been  at  Charlestown,  where 
the  Earned  family  was. 

*  Sarah,  wife  of  Thomas  Ewer, 
was  28  years  of  age  on  embarking 
1635,  of  course  age  32,  when 
she  married  Lothrop's  son.  He 
was  the  eldest  of  many  children, 
whose  mother  died  after  separa- 
tion from  her  husband  by  his  im- 
prisonment in  1632  before  his  re- 
lease. The  father  was  old  enough 
to  have  had  children  before  1607. 
Yours 

Jas.  Savage. 
24  April  1857 
More  than  nine  weeks,  in  hopes 
of  your  giving  me  another  call,  in 
one  of  your  periodical    visits  to 
this  city,  I  laid  this  note  in  a  safe 
place,  in  full  sight,  together  with 
your    large  supply  of  notes  on 
Hall  and  Lewis,  which  you  might 
desire  to  be    returned.    Now  in 
despair,  I    send    this    scrawl,  and 
keep  the  H.  and  L.  Notes,  in  hope 
you  will  come  to  see  once  more 
Your  very  much  obliged 

Jas.  Snvage. 
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Getting  The  Bakers  Together.— Dr. 
Savage's  Illness.— Comments  on 
Mr.  Otis's  Fuller  Genealogy.— 
Two  Thomas  Paines.— "The  Hal- 
lets  Will  Be  Needed  to  Parade 
in  December." 


Boston  2  Nov.  1858 
My  dear  Mr  Otis, 

Your  very  inter- 
esting and  instructive  letter  of  10 
Aug.  has  not  been  mislaid,  nor 
neglected.  But  I  could  not  sub- 
mit to  the  formality  of  merely 
acknov^dedging  it,  without  obeying 
your  injunction  as  to  expressing 
criticism  on  your  genealogj^  of 
Barnstable  Fullers.  Before  touch 
ing  them,  howe\-er,  I  beg  to  revert 
to  a  passage  in  yours  of  20  Apr. 
last,  where  you  promise  "some 
account  of  the  Sandwich  Aliens  at 
a  future  time."  Let  me  beg,  this 
may  be  before  new  year's  day,  as 
my  copy  of  volume  first  nmst  next 
montli  be  given  to  the  printer 
Another,  less  important,  mattei 
just  now  has  turned  up,  which 
must  be  disposed  of  speedily.  Un- 
der the  name,  Berry,  I  now  stand 
thus:    "Anthony,    Yarmouth  1G43, 

was  after  of  "  Your 

benevolence  will  soon  prompt  you 
to  life  me  out  of  that  slough.  I 
think  it  very  probable,  that  once  I 
had  the  information;  but  I  can 
not  recall  it  now,  and  trust  wholly 
to  you.  Unhappily  equal  poverty 
shrouds  two  other  Berrys  and 
without  your  shining,  they  can 
never  ripen.  See —  "Edmond, 
Sandwich    1643;"    and  "Richard,' 


Barnstable  1G43."'  That  year  h343 
to  all  three  seems  to  brine  a 
blight.  Did  any  one  have  la.nilv. 
or  must  I  knock  all  in  Ihe  hoa-i-/ 
^ly  Berry  breed  is  not  so  impor- 
tunate as  the  Allei-K-for  instant  at- 
tention, and  I  could  gladly  hope 
to  the  first  of  March  for  tlie-e 
Bs,  when  As,  must  be  called  in 
December. 

Before  writing  to  speak  of  your 
Fullers,  let  me  pray  foi"  your 
kindness  to  fill  in  a  blank  Baker, 
"Daniel,  Yarmouth,  s.  of  Francis." 
—that  is  all  to  be  read  this  day  on 
my  page;  but  you  can  fill  up 
with  wife  and  children,  for  their 
grandfather's  will  must  imply  <o 
much. 

Now,  then,  for  your  purpose, 
seven  and  a  half  weeks  was  I  un- 
der the  hands  of  a  doctor,  from 
the  last  week  of  July,  so  yonr 
letter  could  not  be  answered. 
Then  I  came  to  Boston  the  very 
middle  day  of  October,  some  days 
before  my  common  migration,  for 
it  was  too  cold  in  the  country  for 
my  invalid  steps. 

What  Ann  Fuller,  a  widow,  died 
in  16G2,  aged  79?  It  could  not  be 
the  w.  of  Edward,  Dr.  SamueTs 
brother,  of  Mayflower  family,  for 
Gov.  Bradford  says,  she  died  be- 
fore her  lord,  see  p.  454.  and  he 
must  be  right  about  one  of  his 
companions.  She  could  not  be 
Ann,  daur.  of  Matthew,  who  mar. 
(you  say)  her  cousin  Sanniel, 
son  of  Samuel  senior.  But  here  I 
am  beclouded,  for  I  have  Eliz.  not 
Ann,  as  the  wife;  besides  that  }oiir 
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Ann  would  be  too  old.  No  little 
care  is  needed,  to  discriminate 
Samuel  Fullers;  and  Samuel  senior 
may  be  a  living  man  many  years 
after  the  earliest  Samuel  was  in 
his  grave. 

That  Matthew  becomes  an  im- 
portant man  in  our  genealog.  in 
quiries,  inasmuch  as  he  was  father 
of  John  and  Samuel,  beside  the 
three  daurs.  of  whose  respective 
husbands  you  give  me  the  names. 
But  once  more  I  am  distressed 
with  doubt,  as  I  v/ish  to  know, 
who  was  father  of  second  Mat 
thew,  who  could  not  be  son,  and 
probably  was  grandson  of  the  first 
Now  these  two,  John  and  Samuel, 
are  entitled  to  procreate,  after 
mar.  on  my  pages,  and  one  of 
them,  Samuel,  is  not  named,  with 
capital  letters,  unless  he  be  the 
man,  who  m.  17  Apr.  1673,  Mary 
Ide.  Of  course  you  must  enlighten 
me  about  him;  but  for  John  I  am 
in  a  worse  state,  as  you  shall  see 
by  my  copy;  you  say  his  first  w. 
was  Bethia,  second  Hannah;— here 
is  my  blundering  writ: 

''John,  Barnstable,  s.    of  Mat 
thew,  a  physician,  by  w.  Hannah 
had  Bethia,  b.  Dec.    1687;  John 
Oct.    1689;  and    Reliance,  8  Sept. 
1691."    But  observe,  how  I  go  on 
*'0f  ano.  at  Barnstable,  call,  little 
John,  when  his  w.  Mehitable  was 
adm.  of  the  ch.  30  Sept.  1688,  his 
di.  bapt.  wore,    Samuel,  Thomas 
and  Shubael,  on  21  Oct.  foil,  and 
Thankful  19  May  after;  and  I  im 
agine,  that  he  was  s.  of  Samuel. 
Is  not  that  melancholy  to  be  sent 


to  press  in  five  or    six  weeks, 
unless  you  improve  the  story? 

With  this  Fuller  exposition,  I 
think  you  may  fully  be  content. 
But  here  is  more  trouble  for  you, 
yet  I  will  generously  wait  one  year 
and  a  half  for  your  specific  reply 
to  it: 

Two  Thomas  Paines,  ancestors 
of  my  old  friend  R.  T.  Paine, 
signer  of  declar.  of  Independence 
are  in  want  of  explanation.  One 
was  rep.  1639  for  Yarmouth,  and 
the  folly  of  tradition  gave  him 
passage  in  1621,  bringing  son 
Thomas.  In  1671  Thomas  was  rop. 
from  Eastham,  as  is  said.  Was 
he  son  of  the  first.  Did  he  mar. 
about  1655,  Mary  Snow,  have  son 
James?  &c.  &c.  &c.  Pray  tell  me 
all  about  the  three  families,  father, 
son  and  grandson,  if  son  were 
born  in  England,  as  tradit.  makes 
the  first  comer  bring  him  10  or 
12  years  old.  Of  course  the  son 
was  a  first  comer,  as  much  as 
father,  and  so  the  grandson  may 
marry  and  have  children  on  my 
pages.  You  will  observe,  that  un- 
til May  1860  you  have  time  to 
put  me  out  of  pain,  and  oblige 
Your  most  grateful  and  obedient 
Jas.  Savage. 

P.  S. 

The  Hallets  will  be  needed  io 
parade  in  December,  for  my  first 
and  second  vols,  go  pari  passo. 
A.  and  F.  are  copied  out  for  the 
compositor,  and  many,  very  many, 
pages  of  B.  and  G.  so  that  H. 
must  begin  to  be  ready  by  the  end 
of  December;  and  though  it  is  a 
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very  copious  letter,  yet  Hallet 
comes  earlier  in  it. 

Your  Blackwells  was  perfect, 
and  would  have  been  copied  in 
September,  had  not  I  lost  nine 
weeks  of  my  best  working  time 
in  the  country. 

Delving  in  Old  Colony  Records- 
Asks  Mr.  Otis  to  Is^ame  Fathers 
from  Birth  List. 


Mr.  Savage's  "Never  Ending,  Still 
Beginning"  Duty  as  Genealogy 
Maker  for  New  England.— The 
Blackwells. 

Boston  13  Dec.  1858 

Dear  Sir, 

"never  ending,  still  be- 
ginning" is  the  duty  of  my  office 
as  general  genealogy  maker  for 
New  England;  and  any  friend  who 
undertakes  to  assist  me  must  for 
his  kindness  be  assessed  in  answer 
to  a  new  question,  growing  out 
of  his  reply  to  a  former  one.  Be- 
hold example—  just  now,  in  copy- 
ing for  my  friends  of  the  press 
the  matter  you  wrote  me  last 
Aug.  about  Blackwell,  I  see,  that 
Michael,  the  ancestor  had  daur. 
Jane  who  mar.  Benjamin  Gibbs. 
This  is  the  man,  of  whom  I  beg 
you  to  tell  me,  where  he  lived? 
how  he  came  there?  who  was  his 
father?  any  children's  dates  of 
iDirth,  and  his  own  death?  We 
riad  Capt.  Benj.  G.  in  Boston,  who 
was  something  earlier  than  your 
man;  but  his  -eon  Benj.  (third  of 
that  bed  and  name)  born  20  July 


1G7.4,  would,  -I  -suppose,  be  too 
young  by  many  years.  John  and 
Thomas,  sons  of  early  Thomas,  I 
have  found  at  Sandwich  procreat- 
ing, and  Samuel  and  Job,  sons  of 
the  same,  less  happy  in  that  kind. 
You  know  there  were  two  other, 
if  not  three,  independent  stocks  of 
Gibbses;  and  this  makes  me  de- 
sirous to  give  exact  details  to 
prevent  confusion  of  branches 
from  diverse  roots.  This  anxiety 
is  perpetually  keeping  me  awake. 
Here  is  an  instance,  that  may  be 
held  nonsense,  but  it  may  be  not. 
In  the  enumeration  of  men  in 
Plymouth  Colony,  able  to  bear 
arms,  1643,  Sandwich  return  con- 
tains Michael,  that  is,  Miles  Black. 
Is  this  your  Blackwell?  Often  is 
the  abbreviation  on  records  worse 
than  this?  and  much  trouble  may 
be  saved  by  this  being  pointed  out. 

Tomorrow  the  first  page  of  copy 
from  my  folio  MS.  volume  for  the 
Geneal.  Diet,  will  be  given  out. 
Can  I  hope  that  the  last  may  he 
as  early  as  new  years  day  of  1802? 
To  avoid  blame  for  turning  off 
unfinished  work,  my.  first  and 
second  volumes  will  go  along  to- 
gether from  the  hands  of 

Your  much  obliged 

Jas.  Savage. 


Boston  14  Apr.  58 

Dear  Sir, 

I  thought  of  your 
genealogical  skill  several  times 
during  the  five  or  six  weeks  that 
I  was  examining  the  proof  sheets 
of  .the  births,    deaths  and  mar- 
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riages  of  the  Old  Colony  records, 
because  I  found  births  in  some  of 
the  towns  unappropriated,  and 
judged  that  you  could  have  named 
the  fathers  of  all  or  most  of  themj 
Here  follows  a  list,  perhaps  not 
complete,  but  all  that  I  marked. 

Of  Sandwich,  Caleb  Allen,  b.  27 
June  lGi8;  Esther,  8  Dec.  1648; 
Ebenezer,  10  Feb.  1G50;  of  course, 
there  must  have  been  two  moth- 
ers, if  not  three. — Michael  Black- 
well,  b.  1  June  1648.--Ezra  Bourne, 
b.  12  May  1648. 

Of  Yarmouth  are  Daniel  Baker, 
b.  2  Sept.  1650.— Nicholas  Eldred, 
b.  18  Aug.  1650;  and  Sarah,  10  Oct. 
1650.  Of  course  there  must  have 
been  two  mothers.  Perhaps  Eldred 
n'.eans  Eldridge. 

If  you  can  favor  me  in  my  ig-j 
norance,  please  enlighten  | 
your  much  obliged 

Jas.  Savage. 


The  Billingtons.— An  Abundant 
Supply  of  Berries.— A  "Great 
Sweat"  Over  The  Fullers. 


Boston  24  Nov.  1858 

Dear  Sir, 

Yours  of  the  19th,  about 
Samuel  Bacon,  son  of  Nathaniel, 
was  all  sufficient. 

I  want  to  know  some  more  de- 
tails than  I  have  of  John  Billing- 
ton,  the  murderer's  son,  Francis, 
w^ho  was  of  Yarmouth,  and  quite 
a  reasonable  man,  of  w-hom  Gov. 
Bradford  makes  the  children  to 
number  eight.  I  can  guess  out 
lour  or  five—  Isaac,  Martha,  Re- 


becca, Mary,  and  one  born  25  Dec. 
1652,  whose  name  I  want.  Biiihs 
of  all  others,  except  Rebecca,  b.  8 
June  1647,  are  unknown  to  nie. 
All  gr.  children  of  Francis  I  wisli 
to  know;  but  of  marriages  of  chil- 
dren I  have  only  two,  Martha.  iO 
Jan.  1661,  to  Samuel  Eaton,  whose 
mother  married  her  father.  But 
would  not  that  make  her  his  si:?- 
ter?  Mary  mar.  17  June  1681 
John  Martin,  I  suppose  of  Barn- 
stable, and  perhaps  his  second 
wife.  Please  correct  what  hert-in 
is  wrong. 

But  I  took  up  my  pen  to  tell 
what  large  work  your  letter  of 
7th  Nov.  caused  me,  even  though 
that  part  of  the  third  sheet  rel- 
ative to  Paine  family  has  not  yei 
been  considered,  nor  can  be  for 
two  months  more.  Your  supply 
of  Berry  was  abundant,  aye 
superabundant;  for  your  labor  to 
help  me  with  marriager  and  issue 
of  Judah  and  Ebenezer,  sous  of 
John,  as  well  as  of  John  and  Sam- 
uel, sons  of  Samuel,  all  four 
grandsons  of  Richard  by  sons,  Ijoi  n 
on  our  side  of  the  water,  is  lost, 
since  I  must  not  use  the  result, 
which  shows. the  fourth  generation, 
whereas  my"  scope  includes  only 
the  third. 

Still  in  Baker  I  am  sadly  defici- 
ent. Before  "your  letter,  I  had 
not  one  of  the  sons  of  Francis. 
Now  you  give  me  Daniel  in  full, 
except  the  date  of  death  of  liim- 
self  and  wife.  But  how  you  stim- 
ulate my  desire  to  know  more, 
when  you  add:    "as  you  do  not 
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inquire,  I  presume  you  have  the 
families  of  John,  Samuel,  William 
and  Thomas,  brothers  of  Daniel." 
Why,  I  have  not  a  word,  my  dear 
Sir,  of  either  of  the  four.  Four, 
or  five  Johns,  and  two  or  three 
Thomases  of  this  sirname,  indeed, 
are  in  my  pages;  but  not  one  of 
them  all  is  of  your  quarter  ol 
the  country,  nor  son  of  Francis. 
Can  you  furnish  me  them  within 
three  or  four  weeks? 

But  my  great  sw^eat  has  been 
with  your  Fuller  breed.    Here  my 
affluence    overflows    with  fourth 
generations  of  Edward,  whose  son 
Samuel  was  born  in  Eng.  so  he  is 
a  first  comer,  as  well  as  Capt.  Mat- 
thew, his  brother.    But  you  have 
almost    drowned    me    with  fifth 
generations,  and  I  am  vexed,  that 
you  should  have  had  this  labor. 
The  grandsons  of  Samuel,  son  of 
Edward,  should  on  my  pages  have 
no  mention,  except    in    birth,  as 
children  of  their  respective  fath- 
ers; but  must  not  of  themselves 
procreate,  nor    marry.  Therefore 
I  am  grieved  with  my  abundance, 
and  though  I    have    copied  from 
your  MS.  I  must  go  over  again, 
and  "strike  out  a  great  deal.   I  had 
indeed     abstained     from  taking 
many    of    your    sixth  generation, 
whose  fullness  made  Fuller  abom- 
inable.  For  instance  first  Edward; 
second,  Samuel  his  son;  third  little 
John    his    son;    fourth  Samuel, 
Thomas,      John,      Shubael  and 
Thankful  and  others  his  children 
and  so  far  all  is  consistent  with 
my  plan;  but  these  must  not  oc- 


cupy room  in  my  volume  to  be 
married  and  have  children,  because 
my  space  will  not  permit.  When 
you  gave,  therefore  the  marriages 
(as  you  did)  of  Thomas,  John  and 
Shubael,  sons  of  Little  John,  and 
followed  up  with  their  children, 
must  not  these  be  of  the  fifth 
generation? 

Now  comes  another  great  call 
on  your  benevolence.  You  ask  on 
the  twelfth  page  "Have  you  these 
names,  Boardman,(l)  Bell. (2)  Bid- 
ford,  (3)  Benjamin,  (4)  Bills,  (5) 
Bursell,  (6)  Broad,  (7)  Brooks  (8)  ?" 
and  my  answer  is  positive  No,  to 
all  but  the  4,  5  and  6,  and  perhaps 
3  might  come  in,  if  one  form  of  his 
name  be  Bidfield,  and  perhaps  8, 
if  you  refer  to  him,  (Robert,)  who 
mar.  d.  of  Gov.  Edward  Winslow, 
or  to  Gilbert,  the  employee  of 
William  Vossale;  and  of  No.  4  you 
must  mean  Joseph,  or  I  am  poor; 
also,  as  to  No.  6  I  infer  that  he  is 
the  same  as  Bursley,  John,  of 
whom  I  have  very  good  account— 
—But  I  am  anxious  for  your  in- 
structions upon  the  first,  as  you 
add  "Thos.  Boardmon  you  must 
not  omit"  and  then  follow  up  with 
some  words,  not  easily  read  by  me. 
but  which  I  must  attempt  to  copy 
in  order  to  obtain  illumination. 
"House  in  London,  Lucy-of  Ply- 
mouth 1634,  Sandwich  1038" 
underscoring  what  is  dark  to  me. 

To  your  inquiry  about  Teague 
Amazahow  I  must  answer— Indian 
probably. 

Can  you  tell  anything  of  James 
Powell  who  is  said  to  have  mar- 
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ried  ,\rartha,  \Yidow  of  James 
Clement  of  Marshfiled.  perhaps 
about  1076?  I  do  not  find  Powell 
much  extended. 

With  great  regard 
Yours 

Jas.  Savage 


Inquiry  of  Mr.  Otis  Concerning 
"Capt.  John  Smith's  Yoyages."— 
Comparing  Locations  of  New 
England  Places  with  Those  of 
Old  England. 


Yarmouth  Port,  Nov.  16,  1858 
Hon.  James  Savage, 

Sir  In  the  library  of  the  Mass. 
His.  So.  I  think  saw  an  edition 
of  Capt  John  Smith's  voyages 
printed  in  1626,  with  a  map  of  the 
coast  of  New  England.  If  I  am 
not  mistaken  on  that  map  the 
"new  names"  given  to  places  by 
Prince  Charles,  are  noted.  What 
I  wish  to  know  is  wiiether  Bos- 
ton, Plimouth  and  Bastable,  are 
named  thereon,  and  whether  their 
locations  correspond  with  the  loca 
tions  of  the  present  towns  of 
Boston,  Plymouth  and  Barnstable. 

I  would  not  trouble  you  with 
this  matter  if  I  knew  any  othei 
gentleman  of  the  Society  to  whom 
I  could  write.  Note  the  answer  on 
the  bottom  of  this  sheet  and  re- 
turn it. 

Respectfully  yours, 

Amos  Otis 


Boston  is  beyond  Cape  Ann  to 
N.  E.  almost  as  far  as  Cape  Ann 
is  from  Plymouth  and    Hull  is 


close  by  Boston;  but  Cambridge 
lies  up  Kennebeck  river. 

Bastable  is  on  the  Western  part 
of  Cape  Ann,  between  Bristow  and 
Southampton,  but  the  nea^e-t 
town  to  "the  river  Charles"  is 
Fawmouth.  Sandwich  and  Dart- 
mouth are  North  East  of  Ipswk-h; 
London  and  Oxford  lie  between 
Plymouth  and  our  Charles  riNer; 
and  Barwick  is  on  Cape  Cod,  lialf 
way  from  Plymouth,  as  the  coast 
lies,  to  Milford  Haven,  now  Prov- 
incetown. 

The  location  of  Plymouth  cor- 
responds with  that  of  the  present 
town. 

J.  S. 


Samuel    Bacon    Who    ^larried  A 
Foxwell. 


Amos  Otis,  Esquire 
Dear  Sir, 

your  Allyn  was  just 
what  I  wanted.  I  had  Thomas  and 
Samuel,  but  not  a  word  of  John. 

The  Annable  matter  I  had  thor- 
oughly investigated,  and  detr-oied 
Deane's  error  about  Anthony  Jr. 

So  for  that  Samuel  Bacon,  vvho 
married  a  Foxwell,  I  knew  he 
must  not  claim  to  bo  son  of  Na- 
thaniel, w^ho  was  born  1651,  where- 
as the  independent  Sam.  married 
1659. 

But  of  Samuel,  son  of  Nathaniel, 
I  have  nothing  more  than  birth. 
Did  he  marry,  or  die  young?  have 
children?  how^  many?  born  when, 
respectively? 

I  hope  you  will  be  satisfie<l  with 
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my  reply  on  the    foot    of  youi 
queries  about  the  map  of  John 
Smith  for  New  England,  when  the 
only  town  in  it  was  Plymouth. 
With  great  regard 
Yours 
J  as.  Savage 


Solemn  Reflections  on  Frequent 
Good  Resolutions.—  Gives  out 
First  Twenty  Pages  of  "Diction- 
ary."— The  "Blessed"  Stephen 
Hopkins. 


Boston  28  Feb.  1859 
Amos  Otis,  Esqr. 

My  dear  Sir, 

this  last  day  of  Feb 
ruary  brings  solemn  reflections  on 
the  frequent  good  resolutions  to 
ask  your  assistance  on  one  or  an- 
other point  of  my  great  work, 
since  coming  of  your  last  favor  of 
15-17  Dec.  58. 

In  the  very  week  of  receipt  of 
this  last  note  ^rom  you,  I  gave 
out  my  first  twenty  pages  of 
copy  of  the  endless  Dictionary  of 
N.  E.  Genealogy,  and  on  New 
Year's  day  got  the  first  proof. 
Every  hour  since,  when  my  eyes 
would  allow  me  to  use  daylight 
has  been  employed  in  revising.  As 
my  folio  volumes  can  never  be 
trusted  to  a  compositor's  hands 
in  the  printing  office,  it  requires 
all  the  matter  to  be  transcribed. 
In  doing  this,  by  resort  to  the 
newest  authorities,  additions  and 
corrections  occur  very  frequently, 
so  that  my  MS.  for  the  printer  is, 
in  fact,  the  fourth  revision  from 


the  text  of  Farmer.  I  have  nuw 
prmted  144  pages  of  the  first 
volume,  that  you  may  see  any  day 
when  you  can  give  me  a  call,  and 
about  IG  pages  a  week  will  be 
added  to  the  gathering. 

But  as  less  than  a  hundred 
pages  more  of  that  volume  arc 
yet  copied,  I  shall,  week  after 
next,  begin  on  the  second  volume, 
in  which  more  than  4uO  pages 
are  copied,  my  amanuensis  liavin<.' 
begun  it  last  March.  My  two  first 
volumes,  that  will  run  from  A  to 
L,  must  be  issued  together,  as 
many  will  prefer  them  bound  as 
one  of  over  a  thousand  pa-.^es. 

Hon.  Francis  Bassett  did  not 
favor  me  with  the  family  G.'ii.'al- 
ogy,  though  he  was  allowed  to  see 
my  preparation  five  yeai-s  or  ni"i-e 
since.  He  has  little  thought  of 
such  things.  Of  course  you  will 
see  no  little  imperfection  in  tljat 
part  of  my  volume  that  went  to 
press  near  a  month  ago. 

Let  me  beg  you  to  allow  me  to 
have  the  Bangs  famili(?s  by  the 
end  of  April.  But  earlier  than 
that,  I  wish  you  to  favor  me  with 
accounts  of  Caleb,  Joshua,  aiid 
William  Hopkins,  sons  of  Giles, 
who  mar.  Oct.  1639,  Catharine 
Wheldon,  as  through  those  tlir»'e 
are  the  only  descendants  with 
their  patronymic  of  the  ble--ed 
Stephen  (father  of  Giles)  of  May- 
flower renown.  If  you  c«)uld  fur- 
nish within  a  fortnight  these  Mop- 
kins  shoots  you  would  biirlily 
oblige;  but,  if  I  am  wrong  in 
thinking  that  no  issue    in  male 
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line  of  any  other  son  of  Stephen] 
than  Giles  was  known,  you  shall 
have  six  weeks,  if  needful,  to  set 
me  right  in.  Please  instruct  me, 
whether  the  excellent  Quaker  you 
gave  me  advice  from  be  Hoxie  or 
Haxie;  also  as  to  the  two  last 
letters  of  a  great  Barnstable  tribe 
in  our  early  days  Linnell,  as 
sometimes  1  see  they  are  crossed 
tt. 

With  highest  regard,  dear  Sir, 
I  remain  your  most  obliged 

Jas.  Savage 


JOSHUA  COFFIN. 


The  Chase  Family  and  the  Town- 
ley  Estate. — Transcript  of  An 
Old  Indian  Deed. 


Newbury  7  Dec.  184G. 

Dear  Sir, 

I  see  by  your  paper,  a 
copy  of  which  I  received  this  da> 
that  the  Chases  were  to  have  a 
sort  of  family  meeting  on  last 
Friday.  It  would  gratify  me  ver> 
much  to  know  the  result  of  theii 
deliberations,  and  gratify  me  still 
more,  if  I  could  give  them  any 
information,  that  would  lead  to 
the  obtaining  of  a  large  estate, 
which  it  is  said  belongs  to  the 
heirs  of  William,  Thomas  and 
Aquila.  Since  I  last  wrote  to  you 
I  have  been  endeavoring  to  trace 
the  origin  of  the  story  and  have 
once  or  twice  come  as  near  it  as 
Ihe  Irishman  did,  who  said  *'he 
liked  to  have  found  a  sovereign 
once"  or  as  near  to  it  as  the  man 


did,  who  said  he  came  so  near  be- 
ing married  once  as  to  have  a 
cousin  married.  Last  Saturday 
evening  however  I  was  on  a  visit 
to  one  of  my  neighbours,  whose 
grandfather  was  a  Chase.  He 
stated  tliat  a  Mr.  Parker  of  Ports- 
mouth, who  had  just  left  his 
house  told  him  that  Gen.  Mc- 
Intire  of  York,  Maine,  saw  when 
he  was  in  Cornwall  England;  an 
English  newspaper,  that  stated  the 
heirs  of  Aquila  Chase  were  en- 
titled to  an  immense  amount  of 
property.  Not  belonging  to  the 
Chase  family  he  did  not  feel  in- 
terested enough  to  bring  the 
paper  home.  When  he  did  come 
however  he  mentioned  the  fact  to 
a  Mr.  Josiah  Chase  and  remarked 
to  him  "Are  you  a  descendant  of 
Aquila  Chase?  If  you  are,  there 
is  a  vast  amount  of  property  com- 
ing to  you  and  others,  because  I 
saw  in  a  Cornwall  paper  an  ad- 
vertisement, stating  that  fact." 
This  he  said  before  there  was 
any  excitement  in  this  country  on 
the  subject  and  did  not  suppose 
that  this  Josiah  was  a  descendant 
I  have  taken  means  to  ascertain 
exactly  when  Gen.  McTntire  was  in 
England,  and  what  he  did  see  &c. 
As  soon  as  I  obtain  this  informa- 
tion I  will  let  you  know.  Till  then 
please  not  to  publish  it  in  your 
paper.  I  have  just  completed  a 
list  of  the  births  and  marriages 
of  the  Chase  family  from  our 
records  from  their  first  coming  to 
Newbury  to  the  year  1800  exclusive 
of    Newburyport.    It    occupies  14 
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pages  of  foolscap  paper.    I  wish 
to  mention  another  thing.    I  have 
been  in  the  habit,  for  two  or  three 
years,  of  delivering  addresses  be- 
fore the  different  lyceums  in  oui 
region.    I    have    been    for  some 
montlis  contemplating  a  visit  to 
Rochester,  New-Bedford  &c.  Now 
as  I  see  you  have  a  Lyceum  in 
Yarmouth  could  not  you  give  me 
a  chance  to  address  the  citizens  of 
Yarmouth    I  have  lots  of  extem 
poraneous    addresses,    and  some 
w-ritten  ones,  one  for  instance  on 
the  "good  old  times"  one  on  "pop- 
ular superstitions"    one    on  "the 
causes    of    intemperance  in  New 
England,"  a    historical    essay  &c. 
Now  if  you  would  be  willing  to 
hear  me  any  time  after  the  middle 
of  January  next  I  would  come  only 
give  me  timely  notice.    Will  you 
let  me  know. 

In  my  last  I  believe  I  did  not  tell 
you  who  I  supposed  was  the  fath 
er  of  John  Chase,  who  married 
Abigail,  the  daughter  of  James 
Chase.  In  our  town  records  I  find 
the  following  "John  Chase,  the  son 
of  Anne  Chase  was  born  the  23 
Dec.  1G69"  This  nullus  filius  was 
undoubtedly  the  husband  of  Abi- 
gail Chase  and-  his  mother  Anne 
w\as  the  daughter  of  Aquila  Chase, 
and  who  in  1671  married  Thomas 
Barber.  . 

By  the  way  have  you  obtamed 
a  copy  of  the  history  of  Newbury? 
I  perceive  bv  one  number  of  your 
Register  that  my  friend  Thornton 
has  furnished  you  with  an  Indian 
deed.    Let  me  give  you  another. 


I  have  the  original,  writlL-u  L<y 
Tristram  Coffin  sen. 
"The  Twentye  first  of  June  ICoO 
"Thes  present cs  doe  wiltnos>  yt 
I  Peeter  ffauli:;er    of  martaiiie's 
Yinyard*  did  upon    The  Request 
of    Tristram    Coffyn  senior  and 
with  The  Consent  of  Pattacohaunet 
Sachim  of  Tuckanuck  dcvid  The 
Hand  of  Tuckanuck  as  followrth, 
The  line  Is  to  run  from  a  lifloU 
Round  hill  yt  lyeth  a  lit  tell  above 
The  head  of  the  pond  yt  Is  oil 
The  East  side  of  The  Hand  And 
to    goe    By  the  East  north  cast 
paynt  of  the  Compas  to  The  we-=t 
South  west  End  of  the  Hand.  And 
the    aforesaid     Tristram  Coiryn 
Senior  Is  to  have  The  S'>ulh  Mde 
of  the  Hand  According    to  This 
line,  And  Pattacohaunet  Is  to  have 
The  north  Side.   ^Yitnes  my  hand. 
Peter    Foulger.     Witnes  Fdwaid 
Starbuck.   ^Yitne^  Thomas  Tr;>i'l"-- 
'Originally  called  Martin's  Yin.-- 
yard  from  Martin  Princr. 

Have  you  ever  seen  any  p.nv^on. 
on  whom  you  can  depend,  who  has 
seen  the  advertisement  concerning 
the  Chase  estate,  in  an  English 
newspaper?  Tradition  has  always 
said  that  Thomas  and  Anuii:i 
came  from  Cornwall  and  it  i<  from 
this  circumstance  that  Cornish  in 
N.  H.  took  its  name.  H  i-^  to 
Cornwall  and  not  London  that  we 
must  look.  The  assertion  that 
Bishop  Chase  is  a  distant  re.aii...n 
of  Judge  Sam.  Cha^e  of  Maryland 
is  in  one  sense  true.  ^<• 
distant  relation  to  all  th;-  inhab- 
itants   of    Nt'W    Eng.    N..I  much 
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nearer  in  my  opinion  is  the  Bishop 
related  to  the  Maryland  Chases.  I 
suppose  you  have  read  in  my  his- 
tory of  Newbury  the  "green  pea 
story. 

Yours  &c 

Old  Mortality. 


Chase  Family  Genealogy  Down  to 
1700.—  Thomas      Chase  Deed 
Lands    to    Quakers,  w-hom  he 
loves,  for  Burial  Place  in  Hamp- 
ton, N.  H. 


Newbury  21  Oct.  184G. 

Dear  Sir, 

Your  letter  of  the  20th 
inst.  was  received  a  few  moments 
ago,  for  which  please  accept  my 
thanks.   In  reply  I  send  a  copy  of 
the    Herald,    which  you  perhaps 
may  have  seen.    In  addition  per- 
mit me  to  say  that  you  can  obtain 
a  copy  of  my  history  of  Newbury 
at  Mr  Samuel  G.    Drakes'  book- 
store  No.  50     Cornhill.    In  that 
book  I  have  given  a  complete  gen 
ealogy  of  the  Chase    family  from 
Aquila  Chase,  who  removed  from 
Hampton  to  Newbury  in  1646  down 
to  the  year  1700.    I  could  easily 
have    given    the  names  and  ages 
•  of  all  those  named    Chase  from 
1700  to  the  present  time,  who  lived 
in  Newbury,  but  want  of  room  pre 
vented.  The  descendants  of  Aquila 
'Chase  are  very  numerous  and  are 
•to  bo  found  in  almost,  if  not  quite 
•every  State  in  the  Union.    I  never 
understood  till  lately  that  William 
Chase  was  a  brother  to  Aquila  and 
Thomas.   The  two  latter,  I  always 


supposed  were  brothers,  as  I  find 
both  of  them    mentioned  among 
the  first  settlers  of  Hampton,  N. 
H.,  in  1640.    The  age  of  Thomas 
Chase  I  do  not    know,    though  I 
think  I  can  ascertain.    Among  the 
deeds  in  the  County  Records  I  find 
one  from  Thomas  Chase  in  1694,  in 
which  he  says  "I  give    to  John 
Hussey  (for  the  love  and  good  will 
that  I  have  and  doe  bear  to  the 
people  of  God    called    Quakers)  a 
piece  of  land  containing  60  rods 
or  thereabouts,  as  it  hath  already 
been  improved  for  a  burying  place 
within  the  bounds  of  Hampton  and 
for  the  setting  up  a  meeting  house 
as  they  shall  at  any  time  hereafter 
think    meete  6:c."    The    piece  of 
land  above  mentioned  is  now  in 
what    is    called    Seabrook.    It  is 
still  used  for  a  burying  place  and 
has    a    Friends'    meeting  house 
standing    on    it.    In    that  yard 
Thomas    Chase    was    buried,  but 
whether      he    was    the  original 
Thomas,  the  brother  of  Aquila,  or 
Thomas  the  son  of  Thomas  I  do 
not  yet  know  but  shall  soon  ascer- 
tain.   So  much  for  Thomas. 

His  brother  Aquila  was  born  in 
1618.  This  I  ascertained  some 
years  ago  by  an  affidavit,  which 
is  now  on  file  among  the  papers 
in  the  County  Records.  It  is 
something  like  this  'T,  Aquila 
Chase  aged  so  many  years  testify 
and  say  &c."  He  was  therefore  22 
years  of  age  in  1640  and  probably 
not  21  in  the  early  part  of  1639 
as  neither  him  name  or  that  of 
found    among  the 
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grantees  of  that  town  in  1G39. 
Perhaps  they  did  not  come  to 
Hampton  till  1640.  Who  was  the 
wife  of  Thomas  and  w^hen  he 
married  I  do  not  know,  but  think 
I  can  ascertain.  Aquila  married 
Anne  Wheeler  of  Hampton.  She 
w^as  a  native  of  Salisbury,  England, 
and  sister  to  David  Wheeler,  who 
was  born  in  1G25  and  came  from 
Hampton  to  Newbury  in  1G45,  one 
year  before  his  brother-in-law 
Aquila  Chase  did.  Aquila's  chil- 
dren were  all  born  in  Newbury 
except  Sarah.  She  I  suppose  was 
born  in  Hampton.  If  so  Aquila 
was  probably  married  about  lG4i. 
I  intend  soon  to  go  to  Soabrook 
and  Hampton  and  obtain  more 
definite  information  concerning 
Thomas  Chase  and  his  descendants. 

I  should  like  to  know  in  what 
year  William's  will  was  made,  at 
what  time  he  died  and  his  age. 
Also  proof  that  Aouila,  William 
and  Thomas  Chase  were  in  Ply- 
mouth ''about  1G29."  Is  there  any 
•proof  that  either  Thomas  or 
Aquila  was  ever  there?  If  they 
were  who  took  care  of  the  boys, 
for  boys  they  were.  Finally  if 
you  wish  to  communicate  or  re- 
ceive information  on  the  subject 
of  the  Chase  family  please  write 
to  me,  as  I  feel  somewhat  inter- 
ested in  the  business,  having  four 
step  sons  named  Edwin  Chase, 
Horatio  Chase,  William  Chase  and 
Henry  Chase,  and  three  grandsons 
named  Chase,  and  of  course  ex- 
pecting to  have  a  slice  of  the 
great    cake    when    it  comes,  and 
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when  it  does  come,  "nous  verrons" 
as  father  Ritchie  says.  T  am  sor- 
ry to  hear  that  those  engaged  in 
the  investigation  are  so  foolish  as 
to  suppose  that  they  can  keep 
any  information  from  the  heirs  of 
Aquila.  They  must  remember 
what  Burns  says 

•'A  chiefs  among  them  takin'  notes 
And  faith,  he'll  print  it." 

Respectfully  yours 

Joshua  Coffin, 


The  Newbury  Antiquarian  "Sets 
Things  Right"  Concerning  the 
Chase  Family  and  Gets  in  a 
Little  Puff  for  his  History  of 
Newbury. 


We  publish  the  following  com- 
munication from  Mr  Coffin,  the 
historian  of  New^bury,  than  whom 
no  man  in  the  state  is  moi'e  versed 
in  antiquarian  lore.  Mr.  Coffin's 
book  e^'inces  a  vast  deal  of  re- 
search, and  is  exceedingly  interest- 
ing to  all  who  like  to  peruse  ttie 
history  of  olden  time.  We  know 
of  no  person  who  could  be  better 
employed  in  looking  after  the  ;'en- 
ealog>^  of  those  families  w4io  de- 
sire to  trace  out  their  origin,  than 
Mr  Coffin.  He  is  thorough  in 
these  matters,  and  has  a  vast 
amount  of  information  at  com- 
mand, in  regard  to  all  the  early 
statistics  of  the  country.       A.  0. 

Mr  Editor:  In  your  paper  of 
Tuesday  last  I  noticed  an  extract 
from  the  Yarmouth  Register,  in 
which  the  editor  gives  some  infor- 
mation concerning  a  large  estate, 
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which  it  is  said  rightfully  belongs! 
to  the  heirs  of  Aquila,  Thomas 
and  William  Chase,  who  were 
among  the  early  settlers  of  iNew 
England.  The  editor  also  makes 
a  few  erroneous  suppositions  and 
assertions,  which  I  doubt  not  he 
>vould  be  pleased  to  see  corrected 
—Aquila  and  Thomas  Chase  settled 
in  Hampton,  N.  H.,  as  early  a 
1040.  In  that  town  Thomas  lived 
and  died  at  an  advanced  age.  He 
therefore  did  not  settle  in"  Rhode 
Island  as  the  editor  erroneously 
supposes.  In  1646  Aquila  Chase 
emigrated  from  Hampton  to  New 
bury,  where  he  died  in  1670,  aged 
52.  If  the  brothers  came  to  Ply- 
mouth about  the  year  1629,  as  the 
editor  asserts,  but  which  must  I 
think  be  an  error,  Aquila  was  then 
only  11  years  old.  I  have  nevei 
seen  any  evidence  that  either  ol 
tliem  came  to  New  England  before 
the  year  1635.  If  any  such  evi- 
dence exists,  it  would  be  well  tr 
publish  it,  as  also  the  place  ini 
England,  from  which  they  came 
Tradition  says  it  was  from  Corn- 
wall. The  editor  also  states  that 
he  has  come  to  tlie  conclusion  that 
John  Chase  who  settled  in  Yar- 
mouth in  1676,  was  son  either  of 
Aquila  or,  Thomas.  This  conclu- 
sion is  erroneous  respecting 
Aquila,  as  his  son  John  lived  and 
died  in  Newbury,  having  been  born 
in  1655,  married  in  1677  and  hav- 
ing children  here  as  late  as  1688. 
If  Thomas  had  a  son  John,  which 
I  very  much  doubt,  it  can  be  as- 
certained by  an  examination  of  the 


Hampton  records,  and  a  full  &  ac- 
curate account  of  Aquila  Chase-t 
descendants    can  be    obtained  on 
reasonable  terms  by    any  person, 
who  will  call  on  the  subscriber  or 
JStuart  Chase,  Esqr.,  town  clerk  of 
Newbury,  or    by  piU'L-iiasing  the 
history    of   Newbury,    where  on 
pages  47,  323,  4,  5  and  6  something 
more    may    be  found  respecting 
Aquila  Chase  and  on  page  207,  a 
genealogical  account  of  the  Clia?e 
family  from  its  first  settlement  in 
Newbury  to  the  year  1700.    I  close 
this    communication    by  quoting 
two  verses  of  a  genealogical  poem, 
written  about  half  a  century  aso, 
i3y  a    schoolmaster    named  Chase 
concerning  one  of  the  family. 
Jo.  Bowley  Chase, 
Aquila's  race, 
(His  mother  was  a  Bowley.) 
He  sought  a  wife, 
To  comfort  life. 
And  found  her  at  New  Rowley. 
His  coat  was  blue, 
I  tell  you  Irue, 
His  well  cocked  hat,  of  beaver. 
His  shirt  was  white, 
If  I  guess  riglit, 
His  father  was  a  weaver"  &c.  &c. 

Joshua  Coffin. 


Mr.  Coffin  Drops  into  Poetry  and 
Establishes  the  Thomas  and 
Aquilla  Chase  Lines. 

Newbury,  6  Nov.  18 i6. 

Dear  Sir: 

One  of  the  English  poets.  Gay  I 
think,  begins  one  of  his  poems 
tims. 
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"Lest  men  should  think  your  tale 
untrue, 

*'Keep  probability  in  view/' 

Acting  according  to  this  maxim 
let  me  state  a  few  probabilities. 
It  is  probable  that  Thomas  and 
Aquila  Chase  were  brothers,  that 
Thomas  was  the  eider  of  the  two 
that  Aquila  was  born  about  1618 
that  his  daughter  Sarah  was  born 
in  Hampton,  that  Thomas  and 
Aquila  came  to  Hampton  in  the 
summer  of  1G39,  that  Aquila  was 
not  21  years  old  wiien  he  came 
that  Thomas  Chase  married  Eliz- 
abeth Philbrick,  daughter  ot 
Thomas  Philbrick,  sen.,  that  his 
children  were  Abraham,  Thomas 
Joseph,  James  and  Isaac,  that 
Thomas  died  in  1652,  &c.  &c. 

Now  for  facts.  According  to  the 
Hampton  records  Thomas  received 
a  grant  of  land  in  the  summer  of 
1639,  and  Aquila  not  till  1640.  1 
infer  from  this  that  Aquila  wa 
not  of  age  in  the  summer  of  1639 
I  also  suppose  that  his  daughter 
Sarah  was  born  in  Hampton  from 
the  fact  that  her  name  is  not  on 
our  Newbury  records,  and  that  he 
had  such  a  daughter  his  will  re- 
corded in  Ipswich  testifies.  The 
will  of  Thomas  Philbrick  shows 
that  Thomas  Chase  married  Eliz 
abeth  Philbrick  because  he  makes 
a  bequest  to  his  grandson  James 
Chase.  I  also  infer  that  his  other 
children  were  Abraham,  Thomas. 
Joseph  and  Isaac  because  they  are 
mentioned  in  his  will.  Now  let  us 
look  at  the  ages  of  Thomas'  chil 
dren.   In  Hampton  burying  ground 


I  find  a  grave-stone  on  which  is 
the  following  inscription  "Here 
lyes  ye  body  of  Joseph  Chase  de- 
ceased Jan.  ye  12th  1717-18  in  ye 
73d  year  of  his  age."  Joseph  was 
therefore  son  of  Thomas  and 
born  in  1645. 

In  the  Seabrook  burying  ground, 
which  was  originally  a  part  of 
Hampton  I  find  the  followiiig  viz. 
"Here  lyes  ye  body  of  Thomas 
Chase,  who  died  ye  23d  of  ye  8th 
month  1714  in  ye  72d  year  of  his 
age."  He  was  the  son  of  Thomas 
and  was  born  in  1643.  Abraham 
brother  to  Thom.as  died  in  1674, 
and  his  estate  was  divided  among 
his  brothers,  Thomas,  Joseph, 
James  and  Isaac.  This  I  find  in 
the  Probate  records.  He  of  course 
had  no  children.  Tradition  states 
that  Thomas,  whose  age  and  death 
are  mentioned  above,  was  an  old 
bachelor.  His  estate  at  his  death 
was  valued  at  850  pounds.  Joseph 
Chase,  who  died  in  1718,  married 
Rachel  Partridge,  31  Jan.  1671. 
His  children  were 

Hannah,  b.  5  June,  1672,  and 
died  10  June,  1674. 

Elizabeth,  b.  11  March,  1G74, 
and  died  6  Sept.  1675. 

Jonathan,  b.  14  March.  1676, 
and  was  drowned  1  Feb.  1696. 

Anne,  b.  9  March,  1677,  and 
mar  Sinclair. 

Rachel,  b.  27  April,  1678,  and 


mar.  Jacob  Fr* 


and  niar. 


Elizabeth,  b. 
Benj.  Hilliard. 

Rachel  Chase,  widow  of  Joseph 
Chase,  died  Oct.  27,  1718,  in  her 
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•IS- 


Is  not 


all 


this  minutel 


enough?  Whatever  I  obtain 
will  send  you  on  the  same  con- 
dition that  you  propose  viz.  you 
will  make  no  public  use  of  this 
letter.  As  it  has  cost  me  some 
trouble  to  collect  what  I  have 
you  and  I  ought  not  to  give  in- 
formation away. 

Please  to  send  me  what  you 
can  and  I  will  make  good  use  of  it. 
Send  also  two  copies  of  Yarmouth 
Register  of  the  same  date  that  you 
sent  week  before  last. 

A  friend  of    mine  in  town  in 
forms  me    that    Nelson    Chase  of 
N.  Y.  is  a  descendant  from  Judge 
Samuel  Chase  of  Maryland  and  is 
not  related  to  the    New  England 
Chases.    He  also  states  that  a  man 
named    Cromby    or    Grombie  a 
Scotchman  has  come    from  Eng 
land  and  wishes  to  be  employed  a 
an  agent  to  receive  the  money,  of- 
fering to  do  it  for    5  per  cent 
and  that  he  "puts  up"    at  Nelson 

Have*  you  heard  of  that?  I  am 
now  trying  to  find  out  who  John 
Chase  w^as  mentioned  in  the  let 
ter.  Perhaps  all  our  enquiries 
may  terminate  as  the  poet  Gray 
says  of  one  of  the  old  feudal 
castles,  which  has 
"Rich  windows  that  exclude  the 
light, 

"And    passages    that    lead  to- 
nothing." 

Joshua  Coffin. 
To  Amos  Otis,  Esqr. 
Yarmouthport,  Mass. 


C)8lh  year.  Joseph  Chafe's  e<laie 
was  valued  at  -WOO  pounds,  a  lar::e 
sum  for  that  day.  Tradition  staL-s 
that  he  lived  in  a  painted  house 
and  had  a  paved  wharf.  lu  his 
will  he  gives  50  pounds  to  the 
people  of  God  called  Quakers, 
gives  a  legacy  "to  Elizabeth  Clta-'. 
daughter  of  John  Chase."  Qu'Ty. 
who  was  he? 

James  Chase,  son  to  Thomas, 
sen.,  mar.  Elizabeth  Green.  His 
children  were 

Abigail,  b.  27  Aug.  1081,  and 
mar.  John  Chase.    Who  was  he? 

Dorothy,  b.  17  March,  1086,  and 
mar.  John  Chapman. 

Mary,  b.  8  Feb.  1088. 
The    widow    of  James  married 
James  Cass    before    3  Au'-^  1700. 
but  when  James  died  I  know  not. 
Chase,  sen.,  married    Jnhn  Gar- 
land in  1054  and  by  him  had  three 
children  John,    Peter    and  Jacob. 
John  G.  sen.,  d.  4  Jan.  1071,  a^red 
50.    Elizabeth  Garland,  the  widow, 
then  married  Henry    Roby,  (wlio 
was  a  judge  in  the  time  of  Gov. 
Cranfield)  19  Feb.  1674.    E li/abelh 


Philbrick  Chase  Garland  Roby  died 
11  Feb.  1077. 

In  Winlhrop's  Journal  and  m 
Farmer's  Genealo.icd  Re.l^te^ 
you  will  find  "William  Cha^e, 
Mass.  requested  to  be  ^^'f^.^ 
man  in  1030  and  was  admitted  4 
May,  1034." 


A  GExXE.^OGIST^S 
— ~^^^=^=^^^^~  -^^i 

The  New  Hampshire  Chases.— John 
Chase,  whose  ancestry  was  a 
-genealogical  puzzle. 

Newbury  16  Nov.  1846. 

Dear  Sir, 

Your  last  number  of 
the  Yarmouth  Register  was  duly 
received,  for  which  I  thank  you. 
i?ince  I  last  saw  you,  I  mean,  wrote 
to_  you,  I  have  been  to  Ipswich. 
■Seabrook,  Hampton  and  Exeter, 
and  have  seen  Maj.  Chase,  and  of 
course  am  a  little  better  qualified 
to  talk  and  write  about  the 
Chases.  From  all  these  sources-  I 
feel  certain  that  Thomas  Chase  of 
Hampton  had  only  5  children,  all 
sons,  who  were  born  in  the  fol- 
lowing order:  Thomas  in  1643, 
Joseph  in  1645,  Isaac  in  1647, 
James  1649  and  then  Abraham  1651, 
who  "was  slain  in  the  warres,"  and 
who  were  probably  born  in  the 
years  following  their  respective 
names.  I  have  not  been  able  to 
discover  that  Thomas  jr.  ever  had 
any  children.  Joseph's  children  I 
have  already  mentioned  to  you. 
From  Maj.  Chase  I  learn  that  he 
:is  a  descendant  from  Lt.  Isaac 
Chase,  who  lived,  died  and  was 
buried  at  Holmes'  Hole  in  1727 
-aged  80.  He  had  12  children  viz. 
Thomas  in  1677,  Rachel  1679,  Isaac 
1681,  Abraham  1683,  Mary  1687, 
James  1688,  Joseph  1689,  Jonathan 
1691,  Hannah  1693,  ISarah  1695, 
Priscilla  1697,  and  Elizabeth  1703 
and  died  in  1719. 

May  not  this  be  the  Isaac  Chase, 
whom  you  called  Scotchman?  Jo- 
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seph,  son  of  Isaac  b.  1689  mar. 
Lydia  Coffin  about  1714  and  was 
the  ancestor  of  Maj.  W.  H.  C. 
James  the  son  of  Thomas  and 
brother  to  Isaac  had  three  daugli- 
ters  as  I  have  already  infonr.ed 
you.  Abraham  died  unmarried.  A 
John  Chase  married  Abigail  Chase, 
daughter  of  James  and  had  the 
following  children, 

1  James,  son  of  Jno.  and  Abi-.-ail 
Chase,  b.  28  July  1698. 

2  Jonathan,  son  of  John  and 
Abigail,  b.  21  Oct.  1700. 

3  Elizabeth,  daughter  of  John 
and  Abigail,  b.  13  April  1703. 

4  Elihu,  son  of  John  and  Abi- 
gail, b.  7  Sept.  1705. 

5  John,  son  of  John  and  Abi-'ail, 
b.  18  Sept.  1708. 

6  Hannah,  daughter  of  John  and 
Abigail,  b.  10  May  1711. 

Now  it  appears  to  me  that  the 
bequest  of  Joseph  Chase  to  1^1  iz- 
abeth  Chase,  daughter  of  John 
Chase,  must  have  been  to  Eliza- 
beth Chase,  the  daughter  of  John 
and  Abigail  Chase  of  Hampton  and 
not  to  Elizabeth  Chase,  daugh- 
ter of  John  Chase  of  Yarmouth. 
You  say  "This  is  the  Elizah.Mh 
that  married  William  Baker,  and 
was  aunt  of  William,  Isaac,  Jon- 
athan and  Thomas  as  deeds  nuw 
in  existence  prove."  Are  you  sure 
that  you  are  right  in  this  a>^er- 
tion?  I  believe,  though  I  have 
not  yet  seen  the  will  of  Joe<-ph, 
that  he  does  not  say  Elizabeth 
Chase,  daughter  of  John  Cha>o  of 
Yarmouth,  but  simply  "Eli/abeth 
Chase,  daughter    of    John  Clm^e." 
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Must  he  not  of  course  have  meant 
Elizabeth  of  Hampton?  Now  who 
was  John  Chase,  who  married 
Ahig:ail  Chase  of  Hampton  ?  1  can- 
not ascertain  that  either  of  the 
sons  of  Thomas  Chase  sen.  ever 
had  a  son,  that  was  married,  or 
that  had  a  son  without  being  mar- 
ried. Who  then  was  the  father 
of  John  Chase  of  Hampton?  In 
our  town  records  I  find  "John 
Chase,  son  of  Anne  Chase,  b.  23 
Dec.  1669."  In  1671  April  27,  this 
same  Anne  Chase  married  Thomas 
Barber.  Now  I  am  inclined  that 
this  "nullius  filius"  John  Chase 
was  the  very  man  who  married 
Abigail  Chase,  and  whose  parent- 
age has  as  much  puzzled  his 
descendants,  as  your  John's  des- 
cendants have  been  to  find  out 
wdio  their  John's  parents  were. 
All  by  the  name  of  Chase  in 
Hampton  and  vicinity  trace  their 
pedigree  back  to  John  and  Abi- 
gail and  beyond  that  they  are  all 
in  the  dark,  unless  my  conjecture, 
which  I  have  not  mentioned  to 
any  of  them,  is  correct. 

Perhaps  I  owe  you  an  apology 
for  inflicting  another  letter  on 
you.  If  so,  accept  it,  and  pay  me 
in  my  own  coin,  and  you  will 
oblige  your 

obliged  friend, 

Joshua  Coffin. 


'Ancient  Records"  in  Yarmouth 
Register.— "Chase  Stock  Rising." 
— Crowell  and  Cromwell —Mar- 
maduke   Matthews.— John  Miller) 


in  Newbury.— Prospectus  ot  the 
Genealogical  Register. 


Newbury  i  Jan.  1847. 

J3ear  Sir, 

For  various  rea^^ons,  un- 
necessary to  mention,  1  have  de- 
layed answering  your  last  letter. 
In  reply  I  will  say  in  the  first 
place  that  I  would  like  to  visit 
Yarmouth  and  give  you  two  or 
three  lectures  in  the  same  week, 
one  before  your  Lyceum,  one  be- 
fore the  Temperance  Society,  and 
another  on  the  subject  of  slavery. 
The  last  one  can  be  omitted,  but, 
if  delivered,  will  be  extempoi-ane- 
ous  and  consist  chiefly  of  his- 
torical matter  and  my  personal  ad- 
ventures some  years  ago  in  the 
South  and  ^^'est.  It  will  consist 
chiefly  of  facts,  facts,  and  will  not 
be  of  a  partizan  cliaractrr.  no 
farther  than  the  truth  will  make 
it.  I  can  venture  to  say  it  will  be 
amusing.  I  can  come  any  time 
after  the  20th  inst.  and  will  take 
for  compensation  just  what  you 
please  to  give,  and  I  agree  to  be 
satisfied  with  it.  If  you  agree  to 
give  me  a  hearing,  you  can  set  the 
time  and  let  me  know. 

I  received  this  morning  a  copy 
of  your  Register  of  Dec.  31,  in 
which  you  give  from  the  "ancient 
records"  the  names  ot  those  per- 
sons in  Yarmouth  and  Dennis, 
who  in  16i3  "were  able  to  boar 
arms."  Among  them  I  see  the 
names  of  William  Chast^  sen.  and 
W.  C.  jun.  Have  you  any  means 
of  knowing  the  age  of  either  of 
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these  persons?  Supposing  W.  G. 
jun.  to  be  18  in  1643  and  that  his 
farther  was  23  when  Wm.  was  born, 
Wm.  G.  sen.  was  born  about  1600. 
That  will  make  him  18  years  older 
than  Aquila.  The  probability 
however  is  that  he  was  born  be- 
fore 1600.  Now  the  question  is, 
was  William  a  brother  to  Aquila? 
Was  Benjamin,  the  son  of  William, 
sen.  older  than  William  jun.? 

Have  you  obtained  any  new  evi- 
dence that  any  estate  in  England 
belongs  to  the  heirs  of  Thomas. 
Aquila  and  William?  The  Chases 
here  will  have  a  meeting  next 
week  on  Friday,  Jan.  15.  to  deter- 
mine what  is  best  to  do,  and  if 
before  the  day  arrives  you  can 
furnish  me  with  any  additional 
evidence  that  the  "Ghase  stock  is 
rising"  as  you  observed  in  your 
last,  please  let  me  know.  I  see 
by  the  papers  that  the  Southern 
Chases  have  abandoned  their 
claim  on  the  estate.  If  so,  what 
new  information  have  they  ob- 
tained.   Please  enlighten  me. 

If  I  come  to  Yarmouth,  I  shall 
do  myself  the  honor  to  accept  of 
your  kind  invitation  to  make  your 
house  my  home  while  I  stay  in 
Y.  We  can  then  settle  the  affairs 
of  the  nation,  and  other  smaller 
matters. 

Among  the  names  in  your  1613 
list  I  find  two  named  Crow.  When 
I  resided  in  Philadelphia  I  became 
acquainted  with  Mr  Watson,  who 
^-rote  the  annals  of  Philadelphia, 
a  curious  book.  He  told  me  that 
his    wife's    maiden    name  was 
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Crowell,  and  that  the  name  was 
originally  Cromwell,  and  that  the 
family  was  related  to  Oliver  Crom- 
well. He  also  stated  that  hia 
wife's  family  on  their  pa^^^age 
over  from  England  had  a  sc'emn 
consultation  about  the  name,  and 
finally  came  to  the  conclusi.  n  to 
alter  the  name  from  Croniwoll  to 
Crowell.  They  accordingly  made 
a  Jonah  of  the  "m"  and  threw  il 
mto  the  ocean.  Was  your  Crow 
story  that  you  threatened  to  tell 
anything  like  this? 

Do  you  anything  of  the  history 
of  Mr.  Marmaduke  Mattliews? 
In  Savage's  Winthrop  you  will 
lind  if  I  remember  right  an  ac- 
count of  the  gentleman.  I  think 
it  was  in  Medford  that  the  cliurch 
and  he  had  a  good  deal  of  diffi- 
culty. How  did  he  behave  in 
Yarmouth?  Mr.  John  Miller,  who 
is  on  your  list  of  freemen,  was 
in  Newbury  in  1642.  He  wa.>  for 
a  time  in  Rawley  and  \\rote  a  part 
of  the  first  book  of  records  of 
that  town.  He  wrote  a  beautiful 
hand.  Stephen  Jaques  of  this 
town  and  a  graduate  from  Hai'vaid 
in  1707  married  Thankful  Taylor 
of  Yarmouth.  He  taught  a  school 
in  Yarmouth,  and  after  his  mar- 
riage brought  his  wife  to  Newbury 
behind  him  on  a  pillion,  li.- 
course  occupying  the  saddle.  \\'liat 
a  figure  such  a  couple  wouM  ii"W 
make  jogging  along  to  Newbury, 
he  with  tiis  three  cornered  b.\iver, 
wig,  small  clothes  and  shoe 
buckles  and  she  with  lier  hor.ped 
petticoat,  Os:c.  (JvC.  What  a  crowd  of 
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men  and  boys,  to  say  nothing  of 
women  and  girls,  would  fill  the 
streets  and  windows  to  witness  the 
spectacle.    How  they  would  shout 
and  stave.    But  enough  of  this. 
You  did  not  tell  me  in  your  last 
whether  you  have  obtained  a  copy 
of  my  history.   Could  a  few  copies 
be    sold  in  your  neighbourhood? 
I  hope  you  will  continue  your  ex- 
tracts from  your  ancient  records. 
You  may  publish  if    you  please, 
the  Indian  deed  I  sent  you.  Have 
you  seen  the  prospectus    of  the 
Genealogical     Register?      If  you 
have  v/ill  you  call  the  attention  of 
the  public  to  this  work?    I  doubt 
not    it    will  be    valuable.  But 
enough  or  you  will  be  tempted  to 
say  with  Pope  to  Dr.  Arbuthnot 
"Shut,  shut  the  door,  good  John, 

fatigued  I  said, 
Tie  up  the  knocker,  say  I'm  sick, 

Fm  dead. 
The  dog-star  rages,  nay,  'tis  past 

a  doubt, 

All  Bedlam,— or  the  Chases  are  let 
out." 

Truly  yours, 

Joshua  Coffin. 


JOHN  G.  PALFREY. 


Memorandum  Book  of  Gorham 
j^TQ|^gs^_  Nathaniel  Gorham  of 
the  Continental  Congress.— The 
"Branch  that  Holds  the  Purse- 
Strings  of  Gorham  Race." 


Boston,  Jan.  11,  1840. 

Dear  Sir, 

You  inform  me  in  your 


recent  letter  that  you  are  making 
out  a  genealogy  of  the  Gorham 
family.  I  send  you  a  monioian- 
dum  book  of  mine,  wh.  may  make 
some  addition  to  your  materials. 
If  these  collections  lay  you  under 
any  obligation,  will  hold  it  to 
be  entirely  acquitted  whenever  you 
will  acquaint  me  with  the  lint-age 
of  Nathaniel  (lorhan),  of  Cliai-les- 
town,  late  president  of  the  Con- 
tinental Congress.  That  bram-h 
holds  the  purse-strings  of  th-  G'-r- 
ham  race;  and  whenever  I  can 
inform  them  of  their  pedigree  »,of 
wh.  they  know  nothing),  it  is  my 
purpose  to  make  a  draught  upi«n 
them  for  a  monument  to  old  John 
and  Desire,  to  be  erected  in  tho 
old  burying  ground  at  Yarmouth. 

At  the  time  of  the  celebration 
at  Barnstable  in  183i),  I  caused  to- 
be  repaired  the  tomb  of  the 
second  John  (Sheriff  and  Colonel), 
and  Mary  (Otis),  his  wife,  from 
whom  I  come. 
I  am,  Sir,  with  great  regard, 
your  friend  and  servant. 

John  G.  I'aUrey. 


WILLIAM  S.  RUSSELL. 


Whence  Came  Emanuel  White,  and 
Whether  a  Relative  of  Peregrine 
or  Resolved,  Sons  of  Williiim? 

Plymouth,  Nov.  ith. 

Amos  Otis  Esq. 

1  forward  you  m  slip 
from  the  Yaiinoutii  Rer;i."-t.'r.  by 
request  of  Major  Wm.  H.  Chaco. 
I  have  carefully  compared  it  with 
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the  Records— in  the  Registry  of- 
fice—and have  corrected  the  same 
I  should  like  much  to  know—  from 
whence  Emanuel  White  came  and 
whether  he  was  a  relative  of  Per 
egrine  or  Resolved  White,  the 
sons  of  William  White.  I  shall 
send  if  possible,  the  Will  and  In 
ventory  of  Wm.  Chace  as  re- 
quested, by  tomorrow's  mail. 

Please  request  the  Editor  of  th 
Yarmouth  Register  to  forward  his 
paper,  as  a  subscriber— if  he  can 
supply  past    numbers  containing 
genealogy— and  much  oblige 
Your  Obt  Servt 

Wm.  S.  Russel 

P.  S.   The  name  of  Coite  on  the 
paper,  I  have  never  seen  before 
hut  this  seems  to  be  so  according 
to  the  Record.  ' 

"Much  Respecting  the  Early  Sett 
lers,  Which  Should  be  Brought 
from  Sleeping  Records  of  Past.' 
—Looking  for  Two  John  Grows. 

Plymouth,  Nov.  9,  1846 
Amos  Otis  Esq 
Dr  Sir 

Your  favor  was  received 
Saturday  evening  and  I  thank  you 
for  the  information  respecting  the 
White  family.  I  believe  there  is 
much  respecting  the  early  settlers 
of  the  Gape  which  should  be 
brought  from  the  sleeping  records 
of  the  past. 

The  name  of  Tabor  is  plain  on 
the  record  and  is  so  Indorsed.  He 
was  a  Deputy  from  Yarmouth  in 
j6i0 — he  might  have  moved  per- 


haps to  N.  Bedford  or  Faiiiiaven 
region— the  name  being  common 
there.  "Mardrak,"  I  find  at  length 
Marmaduke  in  another  part  of 
the  records.  I  cannot  find  2  John 
Grows  yet  but  will  examin..-  more. 
I  hardly  know  the  labor  required 
to  accomplish  your  wishes  respect- 
ing the  first  settlers  of  Yarmouth 
— but  it  cannot  be  very  expensive 
I  should  think.  After  the  middle 
of  Dec.  I  expect  to  be  more  at 
leisure  and  could  better  find  time 
than  at  this  moment.  This  work 
requires  some  deliberation,  when 
old  records  are  concerned. 

W.  S.  R. 


Mr.  Russell  Rejoices  at  so  Much 
Interest  Respecting  Antiquity  and 
That  Men  Begin  to  Percieve 
Debt  to  Ancestors  of  Early 
Days.— John  Robinson's  Family. 
—Recollections  of  the  PilL-rims. 


Plymouth,  Deer.  !5(1),  1810. 
Amos  Otis  Esq. 
Sir, 

In  reply  to  your  favor  by 
mail,  I  would  obser^■e  that,  a  week 
from  Monday  would  be  the  most 
favorable  time  for  your  visit  to- 
the  Office—  though  either  day 
mentioned  in  your  letter  would 
answer.  The  present  is  Gourt 
week  here,  a  time  when  official 
cases  are  numerous.  I  cnn  how- 
ever attend  to  your  wishos  on 
either  day— and  know  of  nothing 
that  will  call  me  from  town. 

I  am  quite  rejoiced  that  S'j  much 
interest  is  felt  in    your  quarter 
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rospcctiiig  antiquity —  and  that' 
men  begin  to  perceive  more  fully 
how  much  is  due  to  the  memory 
of  our  Ancestors  in  the  earliest 
days  of  oul-  Country —  when  so 
great  a  work,  was  wrought,  loi 
the  good  of  mankind  — invoh.in 
hazards  and  sacrifices  which  I 
suppose  we  can  now  hardly  appre 
ciate, —  under  difficulties,  wiiich 
it  seems  to  one  now,  as  almost  re- 
quiring a  miracle  to  overcome 
It  would  gratify  me  much  to 
peruse  the  document  referred  to 
in  your  letter,  as  it  may  throw 
some  light  on  Resolved  White's 
history,  which  it  seems  quite 
strange  to  me,  has  been  so  much 
neglected  that  I  cannot  yet  learr 
after  much  enquiry,  where  oi 
when  or  at  what  age  he  died.  1 
wish  also  to  learn  more  of  John 
Robinson's  family.  Isaac  his  son 
died  at  Barnstable  aged  90  or  93 
years.  It  is  strange  that  history 
furnishes  no  information  concern- 
ing the  widow  of  John  Robinson 
or  other  children  beside  Isaac 
above  named—  I  mean  anything 
certain  or  in  detail.  I  cannot  yet 
learn  when  or  where  the  above 
named  Isaac's  mother  died,  yet  it 
would  seem  likely^  to  be  at  Barn 
stable —  as  Isaac  her  son  I  sup 
pose  moved  there  from  Scituate 
not  far  from  IGiO,  and  it  would 
'be  probable  that  his  mother  lived 
in  his  family. 

I  have  just  published  a  guide  to 
Plymouth  and  Recollections  of  the 
pilgrims,  and  if  you  have  any 
Book  Store  in  Yarmouth  or  other 


suitable  place,  perhaps  I  may  send 
a  few  there  for  sale. 

In  conclusion,  it  will  give  me 
pleasure  to  faNor  your  enquiries 
to  the  utmost  of  my  ability —  and 
in  the  meantime  if  leisure  per- 
mits this  week,  will  examine  the 
records  preparatory  to  y^our  in- 
tended visit—  and  veiy  Respecty 
Yours, 

\Ym.  S.  Russell 


\Yill  of  Myles  SUmdish,  in  which 
he  -Mentions  a  Legacy  to  Marcy 
Robinson,  assumed  to  be  a 
Daughter  of  Isaac  Robinson,  in 
Barnstable  About  IGiO. 

Plymouth  December  10th,  1846 
Amos  Otis  Esquire 
Sir 

I  am  gratified  to  learn 
from  your  letter  of  today,  that  you 
propose  being  present  at  the  An- 
niversary, and  as  there  seems  to 
be  a  prospect  of  a  considerable 
gathering  I  think  you  will  enjoy 
it.  I  forward  two  copies  of  the 
Guide,  they  bring  one  dollar  each. 
If  you  should  not  want  more  than 
one  please  return  the  other  and  I 
will  refund  the  price  of  it.  I 
wanted  much  to  add  about  60 
pages  to  the  Book,  but  could  not 
do  so  without  enhancing  the  price 
beyond  what  would  best  n'leet  pub- 
lic expectation  in  such  a  matter. 
I  could  easily  find  genealogy^  to 
occupy  a  considerable  space,  of 
valuable  men  of  early  time. 

Gapt.  Myles  Standisli  in  his  will 
speaks    of  a    Marcy    Robinson,  to 
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whom  he  gives  a  legacy,  in  con- 
sideration of  the  regard  he  had  for 
her  grandfather,  meaning  I  sup- 
pose John  Robinson  of  Leyden— his 
will  was  dated  1055— and  I  con- 
clude she  was  a  daughter  of  Isaac 
Robinson  who  moved  to  Barnsta- 
ble about  1640  or  soon  after.  1 
mention  this,  as  it  may  appear  on 
Barnstable  Records,  Church  or 
Town  Records,  to  whom  she  was 
married,  if  married  at  all — or  when 
she  died.  There  was  a  John  who 
is  said  to  have  been  brother  to 
Isaac,  who  lived  at  Cape  Ann — and 
it  may  be  that  the  old  lady  dwelt 
with  him.  Isaac  above  named,  had 
a  son  Isaac  who  was  di'owned  in 
1GG8,  but  whether  married  or  if  so, 
whether  he  had  any  children  I 
know  not  and  cannot  ascertain 
from  history.  Mr  John  Robinson 
of  Falmouth  is  1  presume  a 
descendant  of  Isaac,  but  in  answer 
to  a  letter,  he  did  not  seem  to 
know  the  particular  chain  of  con- 
nection. 

I  am  very  Respy  Yours 

Wm.  S.  Russell 


Isaac  Robinson  of  the  Leyden 
Church.— Age  Said  to  Have  Been 
93. 


Plymouth  June  7  1852. 
Amos  Otis  Esq. 
Dr  Sir, 

Will  you  oblige  me,  by 
sending  such  information  as  you 
possess  respecting  Isaac  Robinson, 
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son  of  John  of  the  Leyden  Church. 
I  cannot  find  the  exact  time  of 
his  death.  His  age  is  said  to  have 
been  93.  His  wife  was  named 
Mary  as  I  find  by  a  certain  deed- 
dated  1609— when  she  relinquished 
dower.  In  the  will  of  Timothy 
Hatherly— dated  1006— are  the  fol- 
lowing bequests — viz  To  Fear  wife 
of  Saml  Baker,  John,  Isaac,  Mercy 
— children  of  Isaac  Robinson. 

The  names  of  this  surviving  chil- 
dren in  1600 — are  thus  I  think, 
nothing  concerning  the  estate  of 
Isaac  on  our  Records  and  I  con- 
clude it  was  settled  and  recorded 
in  Barnstable  county,  and  if  so, 
I  should  like  to  know  all  that  is 
important  concerning  his  descend- 
ants. 

The  information  you  proposed 
to  impart  concerning  Tiios.  Clark 
will  be  acceptable —  when  con- 
venient. 

I  should  like  to  know  whether 
your  earliest  County  records  were 
all  saved  from  the  fire,  and  how 
many. 

Judge  Mitchell  once  told  me,  if 
I  am  not  mistaken,  that  the  es- 
tate of  John  Doane  of  Eastham 
was  settled  and  recorded  there 
and  that  Mr  Pratt  he  thought  had 
erred  in  making  him  so  old. 

I  well  know    how    much  your 
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time  is  occupied    and  therefore 
shall  not  expect  an  answer  to  this 
note,  till  found  entirely  convenient 
to  yourself,  and  am  very  truly 
Yours 

Wm.  S.  Russell. 
P.  S.  In  Dean's  Scituate  he 
says,  Isaac  Robinson  married  the 
sister  of  Elder  Faunce;  but  tliis 
is  wrong,  for  he  says,  page  271, 
that,  "Edward  Foster  had  also  a 
sister  who  married  Isaac  Robin- 
son, the  son  of  the  founder  of 
Congregationalism/'  I  presume 
therefore  that  Mary  Foster  was 
his  wife,  and  I  think  he  never 
had  but  one  wife. 


Mr.  Russell  Urges  Mr.  Otis  to 
Perse \  ere  with  His  History  of 
Barnstable.— Old  Colony  Feeling 
onght  to  be  Cultivated. --Nation- 
al Painting,  "Signing  of  the 
Compact,"  nearly  Completed. 


Amos  Otis  Esq. 
Dear  Sir, 

I  send  answers  enclosed 
to  your  enquiries— and  if  more  is 
•wanted  I  will  attend  to  the  same. 
I  return  $1.00—  as  the  service 
rendered  is  not  worth  the  sum  en- 
closed to  me. 

I  should  be  glad  to  receive,  at 
yC'Ur  con^■enience,  the  memd.  you 


mention  respecting  the  Clark  fam- 
ily. Thos.  Clark  was  absent  from 
Plym.outh,  and  sometime  a  resident 
of  Boston,  but  I  was  not  aware 
that  he  was  at  the  Cape  for  any 
length  of  time. 

I  believe  it  is  my  duty  to  urge 
you  on,  in  regard  to  a  history  of 
Barnstable,  and  hope  you  will 
persevei'e  to  the  end.  I  shall  en- 
deavor to  visit  Provincetown  this 
summer —  and  from  thence  .return 
home  by  Yarmouth  &.c. 

Yours  very  truly 

Wm.  S.  Russell 

P.  S.  Although  I  should  like 
much  to  see  a  monument  at  Prov- 
incetown, in  due  time,  I  cannot 
but  regard  it  as  unfortunate  at 
least — just  at  the  moment  when 
the  Pilgrim  Society  are  striving 
to  obtain  means  for  one  in  this 
place — a  division  is  made  tending 
to  distract  the  public  attention. 
The  Old  Colony  feeling  ought  to 
be  cultivated  and  enlarged —  it 
seems  to  me —  and  not  in  any 
manner  become  sectional. 

In  answer  to  my  enquiries  re- 
cently, Mr  Fowler  our  representa- 
tive, informed  me  that  the  nation- 
al Painting,  the  signing  of  the 
Compact  on  board  the  Mayflower, 
was  nearly  done,  which  I  was 
much  gratifyed  to  hear. 

W.  S.  R, 
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